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AIUMS THIS JFTEliM A.ND EVESLNO.
METROPOLITAN' THEATRE,

JJo^583 Broadway..VAKliTV, at 8 P. M.; cloiei at 10JO

NEW YORK STADT THFATRE.
Bowery..El.MiE.\l)l..LTLR KAIKMA.VN, At 8 T. M.;
loses at 10:14 f. 11.

OLYMPIC THEATRE.
Ka 824 Broadway..VAKlfcTY, at 8 P. M.; close* at 10:45
1*. m Watiuee at 2 P. M.

BROOKLYN PARK THEATRE.
COLONEL KI.VN'.S VAKIBiY, at 8 P. M ; cloaes at lOstt9. M. AUtini>f> nt 2 P M

ROMAN HIPPODROME.
Twenty-sixth street and Fourth aveuue..Afternoon tad
evening, at l and a

THEATRE COMIQUK.So. 614 Broadway..VakikTY, at 8 P. M.; cloMS at 10HSP. tt. Matinee ut 2 P. M.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE,Twenty-eltthth btreet and Broadway.-WoMEN OK THE
DAY, at 31*. M.; cIo.hjh at lu:1u P. M. Mr. Lewi*. MissDavenport, Mrs. Gilbert. Matiuee at 1 JO P. M.

TONY PASTOR'S OI'ERA HOUSE.
Ko^201 Bowery..VAKIhTV, at S P.M.; closes at 10:tf

LYCEUM THKATRE,
Fourteenth ttreet and hixth avenue..THE NEW MAO1>A L h N. at 8 P. M. ; closes it 1U:4j P. M. Miss CarlottaLeelercq. Matinee at 1: ju P. M.

_
BRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE,Wert Twenty-third street, near Sixth avenue..NEGROMlNSTRELsY, Ac., ut 8 P. M.; closea ut 111 P. M. DanBryant Matinee at 2 P. M.

GERMANlA THKATRE,
Fourteenth street..uih KLEDhRMAlS, at 3 P. M.:Closed at !U:i5 f. M. Miss Mayr.

AC A Dr. MY OF MUSIC,
Irving place..Tut j aI.I.s.man, ai 2 1'. M. Miss Kellogg.

PARK THEATRE.
Broadway..French opera Bouffe.GIROPLE-GIROPLA,
St 8 P. M. Mile. Corahe ueotfror- Matinee at 1:3) P. M.

NIBLO'S,
Broadway..THE octoroon at 8 P. M.; closes at 10
P. M. Edwin P. Ihorne. Matinee at 1 3u P. M..aKA OF
ICt.

BOOTH'S THEATRE.
corner of Twenty-third street and Sixth avenue..
hfcnky V., at BP. 51.; closes .it 11 P. M. Matinee at 1:30
T. M.

san fran cisco minstrels.
Broadway, corner of Twenty-ninth street.NEGRO
MI.^slkKLsY. ut i P. M.; closes at lu P. M. Matinee at
S P. M.

ROBIN-on HALL,
Sixteenth street.beuonk Dl'LL CaRK. at 8 P. M.;
closes at 10 AS V. M. j.r. Maccibe. Matinee at J P. M.

ACADKMY OF DESIGN,
orner of Twentv-third street and Fourth avonae..exhibitionok Wa i kit color paintings, open

trom 9 a. M. to 5 p. m. and irorn 8 p. M. to 9 P. M.

wallace's THEATRE.
Broadway..THE si!(iHRAl'\ at 8 P. M.; closes at
10 JO P. M. Mr. Boucicau.t Matinee at 1:30 P. M.

BROOKLYN THEATRE,
Washington street..caMILLE. at 8 P. .VI.: closes at 10 Ai
P.M. Mr*. Rousby. Matinee at 2 P. M..'TWIXT A-Xi.
AJiD Cfl'JWN.

WOOD'S MCSECM.
Broadway, corner Thirtieth street.DARING DICK and
THE Lost -HIP, at 8 P. M.; clones at 1U :46 P. M. Matineeat 2 p. M.

TRIPLE SHEET.
NEW YORK, SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 13, 1875.

From our reports this morning the probabilities
9re that the weather to-day will be coder and
partly clowly.

"Wall Street Testerdat..The stock marketwas dull and lower. Foreign exchange
Steady. Money was quoted on call at 2 and 3
per cent Gold, 114j».
The Action op the Senate yesterday on

the Oregon Railway scheme determines the
fate of all subsidy measures during this sesaionof Congress.
The House of Representatives was in

Committee of the Whole on the Tariff bill
yesterday; but though Mr. E. H. Roberta
and Mr. Kelley both made elaborate speeches
no new riews of political economy were enunciated.
Great Interest attaches to the searct

after the Hon. William S. King, the missing
man. At present it seems as difficult to find
him as it was to find the man who struck
Billy Patterson. Ever}-body ought to be oc

the look-out for him, and the correspondent
which we print this morning shows that n

good many people are looking for him.

Fbance rejects the Senate, and the dissolu
tion of the Assembly is imminent. A crisis
in the affairs of the Republic is unavoidable,
and it may as well come now as at any other
tim<!. The usefulness of the present Assemblylias been long at an end, and a general
election is the only way by which the governmentcan be put upon a secure foundation.

The Chinf.se Succession..It turns oat that
he Sister of tho Moon did not follow the
Brother of the Snn from the Flowery Kingdomto the Celestial realms, but, on the contrary,is in a fair way to give birth to another
fron Heaven. So the Chinese succession is
still in doubt, and th<- young Empress, who
was reported to have committed suicide, may
yet become the Empress Mother.

Irish Home IUle. Our despatches this
morniug indicate a renewed agitation of thf
Irish home rule question in the Imperial
Parliament, and there is a threatened seces.

aion ot th< home rulers from that body. Thii
is a device that has been often practised ir
the United States during the last few years
begmniug with the Hcrewsion of the Souther:
Congressmen 111 1801, but it has never prov«
an effective measure of partisan policy. I
wdl scarcely ha more iff'ctive should Ireland
nttempt it in the English House of C >mmoi

Tl.« proper way for Ireland to secure bom
rule is to remain in Parliament and battle lo
it in the only place wh re it can be secured*

*

NEW YC

| Oarld A* Wall* mm tht Cnmx)
"Th» CiMiatloa Theory ot Riram
tUm."
In accordance with its plan of collating t

ablest pens in the country and the world
treating special questions of deep public i
terest, tbe Herald lays before its readers tl
morning the most enlightened discussion
tbe question of resuming specie pa}'men
which has as yet been presented to tbe Amei
can public. It is by Mr. David A. Well
prepared by him at our request, and is an ai

mirable specimen of the joint application
scientific principles and wide practical know
edge to the solution of a great problem. M
Wells is almost the only American writer o

this class of subjects who has acquired a El
ropean reputation and is quoted as a hig
authority by foreign economists. Besides
fondness for this kind of inquiries, fouude
on a strong natural aptitude, he has devote
his whole time and all the vigor ot his min
for the last fourteen ytars to investigation
connected with our financial system, pursuin
bis researches not like a mere scholar o

theorist, bat by going abroad into the worl
and making diligent personal inspection c

the practical working of our banks, our grea
manufacturing and mercantile establishments
our principal railroads, our systems of taxa

tion, both State and national, our mining in
dustries and our foreign and domcsti
exchanges. It is this practical cast of hi
mind which seeks to build on a sure basis o

facts, not taken at second hand Ironi books
but acquired by original observation and con

6tant intercourse with every variety of men ii
the higher walks of business, that have give:
to the labors of Mr. Wells their great valu
and reputation.

It is impossible to make a synopsis of Mr
Wells' elaborate communication without doini
it injustice. To present his mere conclusions
separated from the copious array of facts an
arguments with which he supports them
would deprive them of their persuasive an

convincing character, and merely gratify
curiosity to know what he says instead c

enabling readers to see what he has proved. A
this great subject is likely to occupy public ai

tention for several years it is worth the while c

all who would really understand it to bestc
on Mr. Wells' paper a very attentive perusa
which will exempt them from reading, c

teach them to despise a great deal of the cm
rent trash on this question.
Mr. Wells amusingly christens the view

he advocates as the "cremation" theory c

resumption. The process he recommends i
for the Secretary of the Treasury to burn ha)
a million ot greenbacks every week, makin
twenty-six millions a year. According to hi
estimate it will require something less tha:
four years to bring the currency to par by thi
method, making a gradual reduction of th
premium on gold at the rate of about thrs
per cent per annum. As the greater part c

business engagements through the agency c

banks mature at periods considerably lea
than four months, debtors could lose, at most
but one per cent on each transaction, or ha)
of one per cent on an ordinary sixty-day note
This small gain by bankers and capitalist
would tend to make them moie liberal i
granting loans for the accommodation of tb
business public, and would Therefore hare
compensating advantage. There is at preset
a superabundance of money in all our con

mercial centres which can be had on ca

loans at an almost nominal rate of interes
and yet it was never so difficult 1
borrow money for a considerable perio<
The reason is that capitalists hai
no confidence in the future an

fear that a long loan might be Tepaid in a cu

rency so depreciated as to eat up a great pa
of the interest But a gradual and certai
approach to specie payments, extending ovi

a period of four years, would not only insu:
capitalists against loss but would opemte as

small bonus on loans and bring all tl
money of the country into active cmploymen
Money is borrowed on call loans chiefly f<
speculative purposes, whereas long loans a:

wanted for the prosecution of legitimate bus
ness and starting productive enterprises. Tl
gradual contraction which Mr. Wells adv
cates would therefore have a strong tendeni
to set the wheels of legitimate business a&a;
in motion by re-establishing the confident
of capitalists and making it for their intere
to extend liberal accommodations to the bus
ness public.
The idea that steady contraction on tl

gradual plan Mr. Wells proposes would ope
ate disastrously is refuted and exploded 1
abundant facts in the recent financial histoi
of the world. France, between October, 187

, and December, 1874, contracted its curren*

by a thousand million francs, or two hui
dred million dollars of our money, and yet tJ
business of that country has not perceptib

1 suffered by want of pecuniary accommodatio
Mr. Wells shows that the great outc
whieh caused Congress to arrest tl
contraction policy pursued for sever

1 months by Secretory McCnlloch w
' the result of their imagination and visiona
k fears. It is a fact, now first made known

the public by Mr. Wells, that there was i

. actual contraction of the currency during th
period, ana tnat it was all a mere matter
bookkeeping entries in the Treasury ledgei
The fact tbat no commercial inconvenien
was experienced from the canses wbii
changed the value of the currency betwci
1865 and 1873, bringing down the price of go
from 133 to 10, is an additional proof that t

dangers leared Irom contraction arc chimeric)
Mr. Wells' handling of this branch of t

subject is very masterly and convincing, b
we cannot repeat his facts and arguments
detail.
The assumed oppression of the debtor rln

by gradual contraction is reduced by Mr. Wr
to its proper dimensions. lie proves mr

conclusively that the great bulk of the pcoj
do not b' long to the debtor class, and a

precluded by their condition from entering
(':i[iitalist.s are too prudent ar.d wary to ler
th> lr money except to people of pecuniary r

sponsibility, whose possession of property
i a guarantee of repayment. The mass of tl
l community are incapable ot getting in d».
, beyond a very moderate amount which t
i wages of the week, or tho mouth, or t
1 si is'in, stifUce for paying. The thrifty porti
t of people of small incomes.a v«ry l»r
I class arc seldom in debt at all, and th

form the most numerous body of creditors
o the country. The eleven hundred millio
r d<p sitid in the savings banks show hi

numerous and widespread is the clnss
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rmm oreditors u oomp.ired with that of debtors.
p. Those who borrow this money of the Barings

banks are comparatively tew, and are men of
he Property who can give the ample security rejQ

quired by these institutions. Hundreds of
thousands of other people in moderate cir^cumstances, who possess property or make

Qf savings, invest them in railroad bonds or other
securities, and belong also to the creditor (
class who would gain by an appreciation of t

s
the currency. The debtor class is really very t

j' small as compared with the whole body of the }
cumuiuuuy, sua me majority or 11 consisis OI l

,j_ merchants, manufacturers, miners and for- c
warders, who would gain more by the in- c

n creased facilities of borrowing consequent on

a steady and assured appreciation in the value 0

^ of the currency and the revival of confidence ^
a and prosperity than they would lose in the dif- a

j lerence between the value of the money they n

^ borrow and that in which they would make j
j payment, It is very important that the pub- f:
g lie be educated to correct views on this sub- g
g ject, and the able communication of Mr. n

ir Wells is the most valuable contribution to the h
4 general enlightenment which has yet been of- p

fered to the American pablic. j
t n

The Leison of the Hartford Flrfc.
l» P
There was another terribl9 fire yesterday, lc

this time Hartford being the scene of the de- ti
c struction. While it by no means reached the C
_ proportions of the recent conflagrations in n

f Chicago, Baltimore and Boston, it was still it
sufficiently great to call renewed attention to E
the insecurity of our large cities. One of the m

a chief difficulties in the way of the Hartford fi:
a firemen was found in the fact that the fire tl

plugs were lrozcn, thereby weakening the tl
efficiency of the Fire Department This is a b:
danger common to all the Northern cities in a h

g season of such intense cold as the present, and A
it is one that should be carefully guarded si

^ against. It is comparatively easy to prevent ti
the water from freezing in the pipes and hy- o'

^ drants if the proper precautions are taken, ti
Neglect of these precautions may destroy a tl
city while the firemen are preparing to make y

^ themselves useful. It is a danger which never C
t<t so sternly confronted us before; but just as ii
^ we had begun to point out the danger in our tl
* own city this Hartford fire occurs and gives a n

j new force to our argument It is a lesson
which should not be neglected. Many houses C
in this city have been without water for weeks, w

and in some localities much precious time it
would be wasted iu case of a fire before the it

^ frozen pipes could be thawed and made to tl
g supply the engines. Hartford's disaster ri

^ tcaches New York and other cities not to trust b
their security to uncertain fire plugs and ser- if
vice pipes. c

n The Fifth Avenue Pavement.
"

8 We trust that the proposed legislation for ^e the repavement of Fifth avenue in a sub- ^e stantial manner, worthy of the beauty and ^
utility of that highway, will not be of such a

11 character as to compel the Governor to vets
~

8 it or to bring odium upon the Legislature, j^ This is the mistake that Senator Hugh Moore ^^ has made in his bill for providing rapid ^
!* transit.a bill which violates the constitution

u
3 and simply repeats the old Tammany legislantion. It is generally understood that the pro- j(
6 posal to pave Fifth avenue with asphalt or
a with any chemical composition which will ^^ crack in winter and melt in summer, and which ^
1* has never been really a success even in the t,11 equable climate of Paris, will be abandoned.

No interest can be served by a pavement of
this kind except the interests of those who

1- own patents for preparing peculiaf pavements. J
7e Now, we have no doubt that many pavements I
d have been invented which will be an advan- i
r" tage to the city. It may be that ingenious £

men will succeed in devising other pavements c
-11 that will supersede those now in use. We t
2r shall be glad at any time to welcome these t
*e plans when they are something more than ex- t
a perimentaL But just now our experience of 1
ie what was done under the Tammany Ring in the j
k way of poulticing the streets so that they be- i
5r came quagmires and quicksands or marshy i
re pools, offensive to men and dangerous to c
!1" horses, is too vivid for us to look with com- c
1Q fort upon any tampering with Filth avenue, t

We are satisfied to have as good pavements as '

-y the Romans had, or to have snch a road as \
m Macadam invented, and which all experience I
co proves to be tha best in cities like New York, c
st The paving will cost enough when it is done, o
;i" We do not wish any experiments. We know s

what a Macadamize! road is and that it suits 1
ie our climate ; therefore we trust that any i
r" measure but one that involves the principle of c

>y Macadam, or one equally as good, will
ry be deleated by the Legislature as a worth- a

less job. i

-y Tm~7~ ~~T , .. <
a_ ine ice j>jiuxie was again iormea on tne

3C East Iiiver yesterday, and hundreds of perlysons passed and repassed between the two
n. cities. Nothing more foolhardy could be
ry attempted. Great masses of ice floating down
tje the stream and subject to the tides and cur alrents arc not tho things to be intrusted with
as the security of life. They are always liable
ry to break up and rash down tho bay, bearing
to with them their human freight. It is astonao

ishing that some great calamity has not
already occurred from the action of people

of who trust themselves to such an insecure
.R footing, and we wi-h to warn those not wishce

mg to make a hceuless sacrifice to avoid the
ch danger. It the habit of foolhardy adventure
en which lias been growing npon our people of
,1,1 late years is persisted in a terrible disaster
jie will be the result A littlo inconvenience is
xl preterable to the risk of life, especially in a

h0 cose where the chances are so evenly balanced
ut for so little good. Our accouut of the diffijuculty which attend d tho passage of the North

anil East rivers, an I tho exciting and ladle*
reus scenes 011 the uoats and ice, L> a singular

ifiS

U chapter in metropo.it,m life.

Tite Beeceeh Tiial met with an anexpectedimpediment yesterday on account of
rf: the ice blockr.de iu the East Iiiver. A jury-

man was unable to l<e present in th?; morning,
and llio < - was finally adjourned till Monday,
owing to limited communication between the

is
^

two cities.

bt That Tewiible J.uc;ij; aj;, tli District of
In: Columbia, was again the fuhjeet ol delate iu
he the S' -nat yuatt-r<lay Tbo District iH not to
r>n have a Di legate in Cbn^reKs, aud one ol the

three C'jiniiiis, oncr» is to b: elected by the
ey i>-oplo, according to th'j S< nate amendment*,
in 'Ihe eonsiilerati n ft th< l»ill cave opportunsuity t r a little ]<oiitii*al badinat;o between
ow Mr. Morton unl Mr. Timrr. an, but beyond
of iliia it bad no y- iy |reat importance.
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Ron* Kil« la Haw York.

We do not know that we are prepared to
icoept the "Coatlgan bill," as it is called, in
til ita phases. These bills, introduced into
3ur Legislatures for the purpose of "reformingthe city government," are generally of a

reacherous character. They require close
lupervision. We have never seen a city
sharter, for instanoe, that was not as intricate
us a Chinese puzzle. One trick was never
lolved without finding another inside of it
Ye leave, therefore, the details of the Gostigan
till to those who are expert in such matters,
ontenting ourselves with approving the prin;iplewhich animates it.
There can be no measure of reform so welometo New York as that which establishes

iome rule in this city. We recognize how, in
large and generous sense, this city and other
lumcipalities are dependent upon the State,
tut the function oi the State is as distinot
rom the office of the municipality as the
overnment of the citv is from the cov«m-

lent of the family. The trouble heretofore
as been that the State, when it has Baited its
urpo6es, usurped the functions of the city,
'he State has so frequently been in the hands of
eedy politicians and adventurers who sought
lace and jobbers who craved money. They
>oked upon New York as a rich placer, and
eated it very much as the early miners in
alifornia dealt with the placers of the SacrolentoValley. They thought only of the gold
contained, and destroyed all other values,
very year for many years a gang of preedy
ten have obtained power in Albany. Their
rst use of power was to plunder NewYork. All
le misfortunes which fell upon our city from
le Tammany King came through Albany. Alanywas the rock on which Tweed stood when
e began his campaign of robbery and shame,
.lbany was at the root oi our corrupt commisens,our inefficient police, the plundered
:easury and the dismantled departments of
ar city.a city robbed under one administrateand stifled under another. We can

link of nothing in a large sense beneficent
rhich this city owes to the Albany influence.
In the contrary, there haB scarcely been an

istance in which the State interfered with
lie city where its influence has not been pericious.
As we understand the principle of the

lostigan bill it is to do away with this un'holcsomerelation, to free the city, not from
:s proper dependence on the State, but from
:s subservience to it In other words,
lis bill embodies the principle of home
nle. The argument made that to pass the
m wouia Do 10 reneci upon mr. xiicien

5 a trifling one. We must not legislate for a

ity like New York in deference to the wishes
f any man, be he Governor or not The
loment our democratic friends begiu to pa8s
ills that will please one officer, or not to pass
iem for tear they might displease him,
tiey drift into the old condition of favoritism
nd misgovernment. Mr. Tilden is one officer
f the State who may pass away to-morrow,
t is his duty to administer the laws, and not
tie duty of the Legislature to legislate to suit
is fancy. Furthermore, Mr. Tilden is too
3uch of a statesman, we are convinced, to
llow his personal wishes to interfere with a

lrge measure of reform. Therefore, our imiessionis strong in favor of the Costigan
ill Unless there is some reason for its deeatthat does not appear to us on its lace we
rust that it will be adopted without delay.

The Rights of Authors.

The case that will be tried to-day before
'udge Woodruff, between Mr. Boucicault and
dr. Hart, in reference to "The Shaughraun,
nvolves a most interesting question. "The
>haughraun" is the most saooessfnl comedy
>f the season and one of the most brilliant on

he American stage. Its success is a remarkibleevent How far can an author and actor
>e secure in the enjoyment of such success?
I play like "The Shaughraun" is as much a

>roperty as if Mr. Boucicault had founded a

lewspaper or builded him a barn. We have
10 means of knowing the value of a property
>f this character; but, judging from the successat Wallack's and the assurance of gain
hroughout the country.such as we saw in
'Rip Van Winkle" and Lord Dundreary.
ve should think that Mr. Boucicault would
egard his play as worth certainly a quarter
>f a million of dollars. Now, how far has anj
idventurous and ingenious rival the right to
.ssftil or to injure a property of this value ?
rhe law protects the sewing machine and the
>atent medicine, and it should protect the
Iramatist.
The averment is that "The Shaughraun" is

in adaptation from an Irish comedy, written
lot long since for the English stage, and
sailed "Pyke O'Callaghan." This is a direct
itatement and one easily enough considered.
We have looked into "Pyke O'Cullaghan"
:uriously, to see how far Mr. Boucicault had
lemeaned his genius by pilfering from an

mknown work. There is no resemblance ;
10 real, and scarcely an apparent resemblance.The pretence that "The Shaughraun,"
vith its exquisite dialogue, its unique and
>riginal effects, its grace and color and delicacyol tone, is copied lrom a forgotten
oinedy, written for a subordinate London
heatre, is so absurd that it is a bnrlesquo
lpon justice to take it into Court. This we

eel bound to say, because the matter is one of
ui

Aiu])iv jurtLiuo uiiu iuir piiijr, turn jmuuc up illonshould decide without waiting for the
cdious process of law. In 'Tyke O'Callajhan"there are the ordinary characters of the
Irish drama.the royalist, the rebel, the
lorvant man and the informer. In "The
>haughrann" there is an officer, a rebel, a

servant and an informer. But wo have these
:haracters in nil modern Irish utorics and
:omedies. This is because the comedy is the
cgend of its time. Every generation has its
)#'n comedy, with marked traits and resemblances,just as it has its manners and cus<m,K.There is the comedy of Congrove arid
jroldsmitli, of Sheridan and I>oucicault, each
school different only as the ages differ. For
m actor to take "The Shaugliraun" and play
t under a thin disguise, merely because it
aas the general featuros of all modern Irish
remedy, is as absolute a wrong as it would
lave been for a rival of Sheridan
o have appropriated "The Hchool for
Scandal" on the ground that a stern old
atlier, a giddy wife almost tripping, a hypo

ritcand a spendthrift were n!so in other
omedies. "The Shaughraun" is an Irish
omedy in this that it pictures Irish society
i.st as 'Tyke O'C.dlaghan" pictured it. The
royalint, the servant, the rebel and the informerexist,, and they come into all comedica.

tPLE SHEET.
Bat in every essential of the eomedy "The
Shanghraun" is as different from "Pyke
O'Callaghan'' as from the "Taming of the
Shrew."

This, we repeat, is a question for pnblio
opinion as well as the courts of law. How can

we have plays like "The Shanghraun" if our

dramatists are not proteoted in the ownership
of a good work when they do it? How can

we hope to elevate the stage if every successfulplay oan be carried off by the first rival
who envies its success ? The question commendsitself to every sentiment of manly fair
pi»y-
His Exc«Uencjr*s Ingenious Plan for

the Pacification ot Arkansas.
The keynote of the statesmanlike policy

which His Excellency is pursuing with such
praiseworthy assiduity and pleasing results
was struck in the closing sentence of bis fitst
letter of acceptance conveying the fervent
aspiration which has been bo singularly realized," Let us have peace !" It has been said
that the first impression on a person who
visits a great work of art or sublime scene
m nature.like St Peter's Church at Home
or Niagara Falls.is a feeling of disappointment,and that it is only by considerable
familiarity that the mind rises and expands
to take in the full grandeur of the object We
fancy that a stronger, who has not contemplatedit long and lovingly, would experience
a similar difficulty in doing foil justice to His
Excellency's noble policy of "peace." It
would not be quite reverent to compare it to
tbe wisdom which the pen of inspiration
tells us is "unsearchable and past findingout;" but we trust we shall
deserve no rebuke for saying that His Excellency'spolicy of peace is an enormous, an inscrutableblessing, which ordinary citizens,
whom Mr. Lincoln used to call "plain people,"cannot easily expand their minds to
comprehend.
The latest exhibition of His Excellency's

genius for watering the tree of peace and
covering it with fragrance-diffusing blossoms,
making it "a thing of beauty and a joy forever,"is that marvel of healing and conciliation,the Arkansas Message. To be sure, the
State is as quiet and orderly as it has ever

beeo at any time since its first admission into
the Union; but the very lact that His Excellencythinks he can improve upon such a conditionattests the high ideal standard at which
he aims. He is not content to follow the
homely rule of letting well enough alone.
Ho wishes for "better bread than can be
made of wheat." The mere vulgar tranquillitywhich has prevailed in Arkansas
since tbe adoption of its new constitutiondoes not satisfy His Excellency,and he wishes to administer
the new elixir of peace which it has been reservedfor him to discover. If it were Arkansasitself, instead of His Excellency, that
had discovered tbis surprising elixir, we might
have some fear that there would be a fresh
occasion for the old epitaph:.«I was well,
wished to be better, took physic.and here I
lie." But in the hands of His Excellency the
new peace medicine will of course work wonders.
The novelty and originality of this new

method of peace must not prejudice superficialpeople against it. To overthrow a constitutionwhich a large majority of the people
adopted and approve; to install a Governor
whose claim to the office His Excellency himselflast spring, alter careful examination,
assisted by legal advice, decided to be unfounded;to pour troops into the State to
overturn its constitution, upset its governmentand force a bogus Chief Magistrate upon
an unwilling people, must have a wonderfully
pacifying influence on the temper of the
citizens. Appearances may seem against
it, but appearances lie on the surface.
If the army sent to Arkansas should be large
enough there need be no misgivings that His
Excellency will be unable to establish a more

perfect peace than ever existed in a free community.It may be as perfect as the peace
which reigns on a battlefield after contending
armies have withdrawn, leaving their dead on

the ground. No spectacle of peace can be so

perfect in the eyes of a wanderer who surveysit, and if His Excellency is bent on such
a peace in Arkansas there can be no question
of the fitness of the means he proposes lor
consummating it. But the medicine will tail
if it is not administered bountifully. Nothingis so peacelul as a corpse, and His Excellencywill have complete success as a State
physician if the medicine, whose first effect
must be inevitable convulsions, is only given
in quantities large enough to insure that supremequiet which no subsequent malpractice
can ever disturb.

Vanilla..The English government is makingstrong efforts to introduce the culture of
...nilln it.»n » h a Vomllo i. .
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native of Mexico and the warm regions of
Central and South America. The demand
for it has increased with the progress of refinementand luxury. As the pods have come
to be used in Germany for dyeing purposes
there will bo a still greater demand. The
stock at present is generally found in Mexico,
Venezuela and Brazil, but the English
authorities think that if the bean takes root in
a climate like Bengal it will add a new industryto ludia. Would it not bo well for some

of our poople to see what can be done with
the vanilla plant in southern California or

some other of our tropicai States?

The Fub Seal Question..We notice that
at a recent session of Congross a bill was in-
troduccd authorizing a commissioner to pro1coed to the Territory of Alaska, after the ad-
joumment of tho present Congress, to in-
quire into tlie condition of the fur seals of tho
islands of SL Paul and St. George, the numberol seals annually killed, and "to inquiro
it an increased number can be killed without
endangering tho perpetuity of the fisheries."
This is the most interesting ami profitable
fishery that wo have. There havo long been
rumors that it has been selfishly managed by
its owners. The fur seal only inhabits the
islands of Alaska, and our government should
take prompt measures for bringing tho fishery
under severe jurisdiction. It would be a great
pity if by a little neglect now it should be da;
stroyod.
The State Chauitieh Am Association

makes an appeal for ten thousand dollars to
enable the society to carry on the work it lias
undertaken. One leaturo of the society.that
of finding work for able-bodied paupers and
homes for poos children.commends it to

ths oonfldeooe of the entire oommanity ant
make* it desirable (bat the influence of the
association should be extended. Every year
the question of pauperism will thrust itself
more and more upon publio attention, and wt
must overcome its evils by preparing to mMt
them before they beoome overwhelming.

Ir the American Society of Civil E*
oimeebs fail to find in the question of rapli
transit a problem of sufficient importance to
engage their mathematical minds it will bs
difficult to provide that learned body with a
mission. It seems that many of the members
are opposed to taking any action in the mat*
ter, on the ground that a quick transit road
is a matter of local engineering, in which
some of them have private interests through
plans of their own. Tbis is a view so narrow
and selfish that we are astonished it should
be urged in a scientific body formed for tha
purpose of advancing the profession of engineering,and it will result to the discredit of
the society if the civil engineers fail to recommenda plan for this great work.

Irrigation..We observe in the East India
journals that the government is profiting by
the terrible warning of the famine to introducea new system of irrigation. This questionis one of great interest. Considering that
so large a part of our own territory must in
the future depend upon irrigation for its fruit*
fulness and general succession of crops, oux

people should carefully study everything thai
has been done on this subject in countries
like India and Egypt
Discoveries in Astronomy..The English

and French governments are taking steps tow*
ard securing observations of the total
eclipse of the sun, which will be visible in the
East Indies on the 6th of April. Disraeli's
government has granted five thousand dollars
toward the enterprise. The calculations of
the astronomers show that no eclipse of the
sun will equal this in interest until 1893,
wVipti it will Via kppti in Central and Smith

America. It is thought that the British expeditionwill leave early in February.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Mr. John Jay Knox, Comptroller of tbe Currency,
Is at tbe Flith Avenue Hotel.
Captain Williams In evidently a part ol the polio*

wbtcb needs reconstruction.
Her. T. Harwood Paulson, ot London, yesterday

arrived at tbe Sturtevant House.
Tbe condition of Congressman Hooper, wb© u

ill In Washington, has become worse.
State Senator F. W. Tobey, ot Port Henry, N. Y.,

is registered at the Filth Avenue HoteL
Mr. Andrew D. White, President or Cornell Unl.

verslty, has apartments at the Firth Avenue HoteL
Rev. Dr. K. H. Falrbalrn, or St. Stephen's College,has taken up bis residence at the St. Jamea

Hotel.
General John N. Enapp, recently or Governor

Dix's staff, 1b residing temporarily at tbe Windsor
Hotel.
Congressman George W. Hendee, of Vermont, la

among tbe late arrivals at tbe Filth Avenua
Hotel.
Mr Tamoa 7 Jnt PrAlldAnt. rtf thA Rno.

llngton and Qulncy Railroad Company, 1b sojoara>
in2 at the Windsor Hotel.
Mr. James Harlaa, of Washington, formerly

United States Senator irom Iowa, Is stopping at
tne Filth Avenue Hotel.
Admiral James Alden, United States Navy, Sen*

ral W. N. Oner, United States Army, and William
Astor, Esq., arrived In Jacksonville, Fla., on
8th inst.
Dr. G.a H. Klngsley, brother or the late Canon

Kingsley, arrived at the Drevoort House yesterdayirom Quebec, and will sail lor England to-day
In tbe steamship Balilc.
The gross receipts or two street railway compa*

nles.the Sixth and Eighth avenuo lines.are
$1,586,762, wfilca, at five cents lare, gives upward
or 31,000,000 passengers carried by tbe two la
1874.
The proposition In the Legislature to extend tbe

Greenwich street Elevated Railroad is good, and
will give a substantial morsel of rapid transit. It
was vetoed last year. Governor Tilden, we hop*,
Is not Interested In a rival enterprise.
Luckily tbe Civil Rights bill is not a law, or

Mayor Wlckhams discrimination on aocount of
race, color," Ac., In relusing to marry a white
woman and a black man might get us all Into
trouble, and His Excellency might lavor us with
some military attention.
Managerial manner*. The manager holds rortb

with a sympathetic mend on the decay or the
drama:."There are no authors.no plays. There
is not a decent piece and not one to be bad roi
love or money." At this pulnt a timid youth ii
«r.own in, who requests permission to leave the
manuscript of a play lor the manager's consideration."No. sir," says the manager, savagely. "AJ
1 was j ust saying to this gentleman, I have playi
enough in the house for ten years."
Paris Figaro cites as an evidence that the Dub

d'Aumale Is not a mean man the lact that in tni
year 1874 ha gave away $30,000. He is one ot thi
owners ol that lamous Orleans property, tbt
restoration ol wnitb, just alter the war, wai
looked upon as a financial burden worthy to b<
mentioned in connection wl.h the five millloni
and tbe German war requisitions.
Charles Gautler recently died In Paris, tbe 1M

or a scries of Charles Gautlers. lather and son
known to have succeeded one another rrom thi
time or Louis le Hutin. They were not nobles, but
common people, and several times declined to be
ennobled. Instances of a lamily or "common peopie"tnus preserving tho record of their descent
Irom a period so remote are very rare. Gautler
died irom wounds received In the war.
In Japan they have tho Pure Shinto, In which,

as we learn from a newspaper of that country, th<
sixth prayer is addressed to Oho-kunl-Dushl, "wh<
rules the Unseeni and to his consort Suserl-blme, t*
wnom Is dedicated the ancient touiple of Oho-ya
stiiro in Idzuiuo. Hy the term 'Unseen' are mean
peace or disturbance In the Kmplrc, Its prosperity
and adversity, the Hie and death, good and bai
fortune or human beings; In due, every supei
natural event which cannot be ascribed to a deft
uite author. The most feariul crimos which a mai
commits go unpunished by society so long as the}
are undiscovered, but tney draw down on himttu
hatred of the invisible gods. The attainment a

happiness by periorming good acts is regulated bj
the same law." Won't some of the big importing
houses introduce the Hhlnto*
Was the Pilgrim's Progress" invented by a

Dutchman? The weight ol evidence Is that way.
The London Athenaeum says:.-'Mr. Douce leu:
Sonthev lor perusal a copy of the Dutch bool
Dat liocck van den Pelgrim,' Delf, H. Kckert vai
Uomberch. 14»8, ito, which Is now in the Bodleiai
Library, at Oxiord; and. although Southey did nw

perhaps understand Dutcn, still the wood cuti
must have shown him It contained the gist o

Puuyau's book; yet he prefers to comound thi
'lioack van den Pelgrim' (Delf, liytf, 4to) witl
the 'Duvlkens ende Wlllemynken Pelgrlmegie
(Antwerp, 1627), with engravings by Bolfr
wort. The edition ol Deguilleville'a book ol
the Pilgrim, j rlntert at Del', 14'J8, was not the llrst.
A previous edition, "l>lt is dat Iloeck van Pel
gherljm," had ueen printed at Haarlem, by Jacob
Dcllaert, 14KB, lolio. Dr. Harlow, the ilishop o'
Lincoln, who is usually nam to have procured tht
release of Banyan irom un imprisonment whici
ha<i lasted not less than twelve years and a l;al
(it wan after, not during, his Imprisonment tluv
he wrote tne "Pilgrim's Progress"), may havi
showi; him un English Ms. tianslat on of Doguiilo
vilie's 'Pilgrimage ol Man," wlucli alter liavui|
been in the possession ol Hisliop Moore, who diet
lu 1714, is utill in tho Cambridge Uiiiversitj
Library, 'lhat the books are identical in thou
main purport seems beyond doubt*


